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Instructions

1. The application and *$306.00 fee (made payable to the City of Perry) must be received by the Community
Development Office or filed on the online portal no later than the date reflected on the attached schedule.

2. *The applicant/owner must respond to the ‘standards’ on page 2 of this application (The applicant bears the burden of
proof to demonstrate that the application complies with these standards). See Sections 2-2 and 2-3.5 of the Land
Management Ordinance for more information. You may include additional pages when describing the use and
addressing the standards.

3. *For applications in which a new building, building addition and/or site modifications are proposed, you must submit a
site plan identifying such modifications.

4. The staff will review the application to verify that all required information has been submitted. The staff will contact the
applicant with a list of any deficiencies which must be corrected prior to placing the application on the planning
commission agenda.

5. Special Exception applications require an informational hearing before the planning commission and a public hearing
before City Council. Public notice sign(s) will be posted on the property at least 15 days prior to the scheduled
hearing dates.

6. *The applicant must be present at the hearings to present the application and answer questions that may arise.

7. The applicant and property owner affirm that all information submitted with this application, including any/all
supplemental information, is true and correct to the best of their knowledge and they have provided full disclosure of
the relevant facts.
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Habitat is requesting a blanket approval to construct infill housing which has less square footage than the
minimum required by the City’s Land Management Ordinance. The neighborhoods in which we typically work
consist of houses that range in size from around 750 square feet to more than 1700 square feet, with average
house size in the 1,000 square-foot range. While we have a variety of house plans, our smallest two-bedroom
plan is 786 square feet; three-bedroom plan is 980 square feet; and four-bedroom plan is 1100 square feet.

Standards for Granting a Special Exception

The applicant bears the burden of proof to demonstrate that an application complies with these
standards.

Are there covenants and restrictions pertaining to the property which would preclude the uses permitted in the
proposed zoning district? Houston County Habitat for Humanity typically builds on properties which do not
have covenants and restrictions. Where such exist, Habitat meets the requirements.

(1) The existing land use pattern. Habitat typically constructs single-family houses in existing residential
neighborhoods. Existing houses in the neighborhoods in which we build often are smaller than the
minimum required heated square footage.

(2) Whether the proposed use is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. Habitat houses are typically
constructed in existing residential neighborhoods. These neighborhoods fall into the “Traditional
Neighborhood” or “Suburban Residential’ character areas of the Comprehensive Plan.

(3) Whether all proposed structures, equipment or material will be readily accessible for fire and police
protection. Police and fire protection already exist in the neighborhoods in which we build. Habitat
constructs infill houses.

(4) Whether the proposed use will be of such location, size, and character that, in general, it will be in
harmony with the appropriate and orderly development of the area in which it is proposed to be situated
and will not be detrimental to the orderly development of adjacent properties or a deterrent to the
improvement of adjacent properties in accordance with the zoning classification of such properties, the
existing land use pattern or the Comprehensive Plan. The neighborhoods in which Habitat builds typically
consist of a range of house sizes. Our house plans are consistent with the character of the
neighborhoods in which we build.

(5) Whether, in the case of any use located in, or directly adjacent to, a residential district or area:

(a) The nature and intensity of operations will be such that both pedestrian and vehicular traffic to and
from the use and the assembly of persons in connection there with will not be hazardous or
inconvenient to, or incongruous with, said residential district or area, or conflict with the normal traffic
of the neighborhood; Infill residential development on existing lots does not have an abnormal impact
on vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(b) The location and height of buildings, and other structures, and the nature and extent of screening,
buffering or landscaping on the site will be such that the use will not hinder or discourage the
appropriate development and use of adjacent land and buildings in conformance with existing zoning
districts and development pattern. Habitat house plans are one story in height, comply with required
setbacks, and parking requirements of the Land Management Ordinance. These infill houses will be
consistent with surrounding properties.

(6) Whether the proposed use will increase the population density resulting in the increase or overtaxing of
the load on public facilities such as schools, utilities, streets, etc.; or approval of the use would encourage
adjacent areas to develop at higher densities than provided in the comprehensive plan resulting in the
overtaxing of such public facilities. Houses are constructed on existing lots where utilities already exist.
Infill houses should not have a negative impact on public facilities.

(7) Whether the proposed use will cause a health hazard, a public safety problem, or create a nuisance or
cause excessively increasing traffic and associated congestion; create a drainage problem; generate
unnecessary disturbance due to noise, the emission of smoke or other contaminants, odor, electrical














